THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Gen. Matallana: I cannot answer you,

CoL Casado: Un abrazo.

Gen. Matallana: Otro, muyfuerte.

I was convinced by this conversation that General
Matallana had been arrested in Yuste, so I at once called
General Menendez, temporary Chief of Aggroupment in
General Matallana's absence.

General Menendez also wanted to speak to me on Dr.
Negrin's account, and our telephone conversation was as
follows:

Gen. Menendez: The Prime Minister has authorised me to
approach you to arrange for the handing over of
powers.

Col. Casado: Dr. Negrin has given the same authority to
the Ministers Giner de los Rios and Gomez, to the
Sub-Secretary of the Army and to the Chief of the
Air Force and I have told all of them, as I am telling
you, that I do not wish to have these powers handed
over to me. On the other hand, I authorise you to
tell Dr. Negrin that if before three hours General
Matallana is not at his Headquarters, I shall shoot
every member of the Government. (As a matter of
fact, before the time indicated, General Matallana telephoned
me from his Headquarters, told me that he had taken up his
Command again, and expressed his gratitude for my
decision.)

Gen. Menendez: Very well, I have simply carried out this
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